










Deep 
 
The deep level of Digging Deep consists of two main aspects: Bible Study and Events. 
 
 Bible Study 
 

Bible Study occurs every Sunday morning from 9:15-9:30.  Bible Study seeks to teach 
the students the truth of God’s Word and how to apply it to their lives.  Bible Study 
breaks up into Jr. High and Senior High Bible Study sessions. 
 
Jr. High 
 

Jr. High Bible Study utilizes the Fuel Curriculum (Lifeway) to take students through the 
entire Bible in 2 years.  School years beginning in an even year will cover the Old Tes-
tament while school years beginning in an odd year will cover the Old Testament. 
 
Senior High 
 

Sr. High Bible Study will cover a variety of topics in an engaging and interactive way.  
Various curriculums will be utilized as well as in-house curriculum. 
 
 Events 
 
Camp 
 

Each summer we will participate in a youth summer camp.  We do not attend the same 
camp every year in order to stay fresh and provide a variety of experiences for students.  
Camps will be chosen on their Bibical methods, Biblical teaching, quality of camp and 
staff. 
 
Winter Weekend 
 

Winter Weekend is a Disciple Now that will focus on each aspect of the mission state-
ment on a rotation basis: worship, discipleship and evangelism. 
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Deeper 
 
The deeper level consist of small group ministry and discipleship.  There are two for-
mats in which the deeper level functions. 
 
 Journey Groups 
 

Journey Groups are a small discipleship group.  Journey Groups consist of four to eight 
students who are both selected by each other and placed by the Student Minister.The 
mission of Journey Groups is to journey the Christian life together by challenging one 
another, sharing with one another and caring for one another.  The function of Journey 
Groups is found in the three one another statements: 
 

1. Challenging One Another:  Students will challenge one another to apply God’s 
Word to the life as they study it together.  Students will challenge each other to 
continue walking with God on a daily basis.  Students will also challenge each 
other to maintain a righteous lfe by holding one another accountable. 

 

2. Sharing with One Another:  Students will share their lives with one another as mod-
eled in Acts 2. 

 

3. Caring for One Another:  Students will care for one another by praying for each 
other and meeting each other’s needs as best as they can. 

 
 iTeams 
 

iTeams are groups of students that exist to minister within the Student Discipleship min-
istry in four areas (listed below).  iTeams consist of a Student Leader, an adult advisor 
and the team students.  Students get to chose which iTeam they will serve on.  The pur-
pose of iTeams is discipleship through hands on service within the ministry. 
 
1. Missions:  Lead the Student Discipleship ministry as a whole to take the gospel of 

Christ into the community. 
2. Events:  Responsible for planning and implemention for The Thing and other 

events. 
3. Games/Rec:  Lead students in recreation at Journey, Winter Weekend and other 

events. 
4. eTeam:  Lead the Student Discipleship ministry to take the gospel of Christ to our 

friends, family and other students in the community. 
 
 

Deepest 
 
The deepest level consists of One-on-One disicpleship relationships called Mentoring.  
Mentoring will be set up on a case-by-case basis for students who request to go deeper 
in their relationship with Christ.  Mentoring may be based on straight discipleship, ca-
reer path, student interests or other possible methods. 
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Wide 
 
The first level of Going Wide is Wide.  The wide level consists of training and opportu-
nities to share Christ with family and friends. 
 
 Go Wide 
 

Go Wide is a curriculum based on a curriclum by Dare2Share Ministries and the 
Dare2Share Field Guide to Sharing Your Faith.  Go Wide is designed to get students to 
take the message of Christ into THEIR worlds.  Go Wide is the 2rd aspect of Disciple-
ship Training (Jr. High Journey Group Curriculum) that will occure the spring semester 
of their 7th grade year. 
 
 

Wider 
 
Wider is about taking the gospel of Jesus Christ into our community and schools.  It is 
wider because it takes us out of our worlds and puts us in the immediate world around 
us.  Wider consists of two programs. 
 
 Diakonia 
 

Diakonia is the greek word for mission.  On every 5th Wednesday night Journey we 
will take a break from Journey and go into the community to serve in some way. 
 
 MIA 
 

MIA stands for Missions in Action.  Each semester we will have one big mission pro-
ject in our community. 
 
 
Widest 
 
The Widest level is taking the gospel of Christ into our nation and throughout the world.  
The level happens within the larger body of Christ at Fellowship Baptist Church. 
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Disicpleship Training is a two year discipleship curriculum that Jr. High Journey 
Groups will utilize to train students to become more like Christ.  Discipleship Training 
covers four areas of discipleship:  worship, theology, evangelism and faith. 
 
Go Up (Worship):  This examines our primary relationship with Jesus Christ and looks 
at what it means to be a Christian.  “Go Up” utilizes the Student Survival Kit as a cur-
riculum.   
 
Go Deep (Spiritual Disciplines):  This examines how we become disciples of Christ and 
how we go deeper in our faith and our daily walk with Christ.  “Go Deep” utlizes 3 re-
sources for the Student Discipleship ministry created curriculum:  Spiritual Disciplines 
for the Christian Life by Donald Whitney, The Spirit of the Disciplines by Dallas 
Willard and Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster. 
 
Go Wide (Evangelism):  This examines how students can share their faith and the gos-
pel message in a real and effective way.  “Go Wide” utilizes the Go Wide curriculum 
and the Dare2Share Field Manual for Sharing Your Faith as a curriculum.   
 
Go Big (Faith):  This examines how students were created to be doing big things for 
God today and not wait until adulthood.  “Go Big” utilizes the book Do Hard Things: A 
Teenage Rebellion Against Low Expectations as a curriculum. 
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FAMILIY CONNECTION 
 

Philosophy of Family Connection 
 

According to Deuteronomy 6:4-9, as well as a number of other passages, we find that 
the teaching and discipling of students is the primary responsibility of the parent. There-
fore, Fellowship Student Discipleship sees the parent as the primary Student Minister to 
their child. The church, in its role, assists and supports the parents in their role as the 
primary Spiritual teacher and disciple of the students at Fellowship Baptist Church. 
 
We seek to equip parents by holding quarterly seminars geared to help parents in their 
role at the primary Spiritual teacher, leader and disciple of their children. The Student 
Discipleship Ministry also encourages parents to spend daily time with their children in 
prayer, Bible study, Godly instruction and service. The Student Discipleship0 assists 
parents in their role as disciplers by providing age directed Bible study, small group 
discipleship with students in their own situations and events to gather students together 
in Biblical fellowship with other Christian teenagers. The Student Discipleship seeks to 
involve 3-4 adults in each student’s life to provide positive Godly influence into stu-
dent's lives in assisting the parents in their roles. 
 
 

Parental Involvement 
 

All parents are encouraged to get involved in the Student Discipleship Ministry. Parents 
may get involved either in one of the Leadership Positions (outlined in the Leadership 
Section) or by their presence at any Student Discipleship event.  All parents are invited 
to attend any program or even (Please note, due to space their may be a limited number 
of adults that acan participate or attend certain events or trips). 
 
 

Family Connection Program 
 

There are five programs designed for family involvement in the Student Discipleship 
Ministry. 
 
 Family Connection Events 
 

The Student Discipleship ministry will provide on an occasional basis events intended 
for families.  The events will be designed for family interaction, family worship and 
building of family relationships. 
 
 Parent Connection Curriculum 
 
The Student Discipleship ministry seeks to provide with parents with information and 
materials to help parents in discipling and raising their teenage children.  We have mate-
rial that is always available to our parents. 
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The Parent Blog 
 

Every Friday, there is a new blog posted on the Student Discipleship website Parent 
Connection page.  Each blog posts either has information on some aspect of teenage 
culture, new research on parenting or available resources. 
 
 Parent Connection Newsletter 
 

Each month parents will receive a newsletter with information on teenagers, informa-
tion on the Student Discipleship Council, information on current media and a Student 
Discipleship calendar for the month. 
 
 Parent Connection Seminars 
 

Every other month throughout the school year there will be a seminar for parents of 
teenagers presenting relevant ideas for how to be the spiritual leader of the household 
and information about raising teenagers in today’s society. 
 
 Stand in the Gap 
 

Stand in the Gap is a parent only prayer time.  In Ezekiel, God calls and asks who will 
“stand in the gap” for Israel to save them.  In the same way, as we call parents to “stand 
in the gap” for their kids each Sunday night from 5:30-6:00. 



LEADERSHIP 
 

Student Discipleship Council 
 

The Student Discipleship Council is made of students and parents who act as a decision 
making, vision casting and program building body.  The Student Discipleship Council 
sets the agenda for the Student Discipleship ministry, approves the calendar and budget, 
approves Student Discipleship Leaders and helps guide the direction of the Student Dis-
cipleship ministry. 
 
The Student Discipleship Council consists of 6-8 students.  All iTeam leaders and in-
terns represent the students on the council.  Further there will be two Jr. High represen-
tatives that will be voted on and approved by the Student Discipleship Council.  The 
Student Discipleship Council consists of 4-6 adults.  At least two parent couples will be 
represented, but no more than 6 adults total on the council (2 parent couple plus a single 
parent or Student Discipleship Leaders who are not parents).  Parents and Jr. High Stu-
dents may only serve on the council for one term (1 year) at a time.  Sr. High students 
may serve on the council as long as they are serving as iTeam leaders or interns. 

 
 

Leadership Positions 
 

The Student Discipleship Ministry has 3 levels of leadership which are defined by spe-
cific positions, level of commitment, level of relationship with students and responsibil-
ity. 
 
 Discipler 
 
A disicpler is someone who has made a commitment to the Student Discipleship minis-
try to disciple students.  A discipler is someone in an on-going ministry position that has 
significant relationships with the students in order to teach and be an example of the 
Christian life.  The discipler level consists of Bible Study Teachers, Journey Group 
Leaders, and Mentors. 
 

1. Bible Study Teacher:  A Bible Study Teacher teaches a Sunday morning Bible 
Study each Sunday morning. 

2. Journey Group Leaders:  A Journey Group leader leads a small discipleship group 
of 4-8 students. 

3. Mentors:  A mentor is someone who is discipling a single student through career 
assistance, life guidance, interest building or other forms of relational discipling. 

 
 Volunteer 
 
A volunteer is someone who has made a commitment to the Student Discipleship minis-
try.  Volunteers are present for Student Discipleship programs and events without com-
miting to a specific ministry position.  Volunteers disciple students on a lower level than 
Disciplers by simply building relationships with students and being an example for the 
students to follow.  Volunteers can serve as iTeam Advisors, substitutes for Bible Study 
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Teachers or Journey Group Leaders, events volunteers, program volunteers, van drivers 
and areas as determined by the Student Minister. 
 

1. iTeam Advisors:  An iTeam Advisor works with an iTeam to keep them focus, help 
them with difficult problems and hold them accountable to completing their as-
signed tasks. 

 
 Supporter 
 
A supporter is someone who has not made a commitment to the Student Discipleship 
ministry.  A supporter attends various events or programs without the purpose of inten-
tionally discipling students.  Supporters can serve as event chaperones, event helpers or 
resources providers.  A Student Discipleship ministry support must be supervised by 
someone in the first two levels of leadership at every event or program.  Anyone can be 
be a Student Discipleship ministry supporter. 
 
 

Students in Leadership 
 

The Student Discipleship ministry encourages Students to become leaders of their peers.  
All students in leadership positions must adhere to the Guidelines for Leaders while 
functioning in the role as Student Discipleship Leader.  All Student Leaders must func-
tion under the supervision of a Student Discipleship Leader.  All Student Leaders will 
be selected and must be approved by the Student Discipleship Council.  There are cur-
rently two official Student Leader positions: 
 
 Intern 
 

The Intern position is for students who will disciple younger students by functioning a a 
Mentor or Jr. High Journey Group Leader. 
 
 iTeam Leader 
 

The iTeam Leader is a student who leads and directs a group of students in an iTeam.  
For more information see iTeams in the Program section under Digging Deep. 
 
 

Leadership Qualifications 
 

The following qualifications apply for the Discipler and Volunteer level of  leadership. 
 

1. All Leaders must be a member of Fellowship Baptist Church. 
2. All Leaders must have been actively involved in a ministry of Fellowship Bap-

tist Church outside the Student Discipleship ministry for at least one year (For 
example, attending a Sunday School class).  Exceptions may be granted by the 
Student Discipleship Council. 

3. All Leaders must have completed the Leadership Application. 
4. All Leaders must have a Criminal Background check on file with the Student 

Discipleship ministry. 
5. All Leaders must be able to commit to at least one year of service. 

14 



Applying for a Leadership Position 
 

The following steps are the process for becoming a Student Discipleship Leader: 
 

1. Prospective Leaders must fill out the Leadership Application 
2. Prospective Leaders will have a meeting with the Student Minister to discuss 

becoming a Student Disicpleship Leader. 
3. Prospective Leaders must be approved by the Student Discipleship Council. 
 

 
Leaving a Leadership Position 

 
For the sake of consistency and relationship with the Students we ask that all Leaders 
serve at least one year or term in their position. However, we understand that certain 
situations arise where a leader may need to leave a position early. If a leader needs to 
leave a position before the end of the year or term we ask that the leader do the follow-
ing: 
 

1. Inform the Student Minister as soon as you know that you need to leave the 
Leadership position.  

2. Inform the students after you have informed the Student Minister. Leaders are 
asked to let the students know the reasons as best as they can (although some 
situations may be unwise to do so). 

 
Dismissal from a Leadership Position  

 
The hope of the Student Discipleship Ministry is that no leader should ever have to be 
dismissed from their position; however, an occasion may arise where a leader may be 
dismissed for any violation of any of the previous guidelines or any unbiblical behavior 
or teaching. A Leader may only be dismissed for actions that expressly state that dis-
missal will occur or by a unanimous vote of the Student Discipleship Council. Any 
Leader that is dismissed will be asked not to attend any Student Discipleship ministry 
program or event and to not have outside contact with students without the permission 
of the student's parents. 
 
A dismissed Leader may be allow to return to a leadership position under the following 
conditions: 
 

1. Reapplication to be a Student Discipleship Leader. 
2. The passing of no less than one year. 
3. A unanimous decision by the Student Ministry Council. 
4. A show of repentance for the action that caused the dismissal (and counseling 

if the situation merits). 
5. The action that led to the dismissal was not sexual in nature. 
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Guidelines for Student Discipleship Leaders 
 

 Absence 
 
Leaders are asked to let the Student Minister know as soon as possible of any absence 
during Student Discipleship Ministry Program or Event. Leaders are asked to give at 
least two days notice expect for emergency situations. 
 
 Confidentiality  
 
The confidence of the students is an extremely important trust which we must take seri-
ously. All Leaders are expected to keep all conversations with students confidential 
except where law or good conscious applies. In these cases, the Leader must consult 
with the Student Minister before breaking a confidence. Any Leader who breaks the 
confidentiality of a student without consulting the Student Minister will be dismissed 
from their position for a period of no less than one year. 
 
 Contact Accountability Policy 
 
It is the policy of the Student Discipleship ministry that no leader may ever be alone 
with a student (of the same gender or different gender) out of sight of another individ-
ual.  This policy is to protect students and Leaders against inappropriate behavior and 
unfounded accusations.  If a Leader finds himself or herself in a situation alone with a 
student, that adult should immediately move to an area within sight of others. Leaders 
may do one-on-one counseling but still must be in view of others. Leaders are asked to 
help keep each other accountable as well as be prepared to “watch” for another Leader 
who may need to do one-on-one counseling with a student.  Any leader violating this 
policy will be dismissed from their position for a period of no less than one year. 
 
 Doctrinal Teaching 
 
Leaders are asked not to teach any doctrine or philosophy that is against Scripture or 
that is out of line with Southern Baptist theolgoy (see the Baptist Faith and Message 
2000 or more information).  Any leader teaching any teaching that is against Scripture 
or Southern Baptist theology will have a conference with the Student Minister about the 
suspicious teachings. 
 
 Leaders as an Example 
 
Leaders are asked in the spirit of 1 Corinthians 8 to abstain from all behavior that stu-
dents or their parents might find unacceptable or inappropriate.  Leaders should remem-
ber that they have been called to lead students and with that calling comes a responsibil-
ity to be above reproach in every area of their life. 
 
 
 
 



 Physical Contact 
 
Physical contact will be defined as any contact made in anger (I.e. hitting, punching, 
kicking, or any other form of potential harmful contact). Any physical contact will not 
be tolerated and will result in immediate dismissal from the Leadership position for a 
period of no less than one year. 
 
 Piercings and Tattoos 
 
We asked that Leaders do not endorse piercings or tattoos.  Leaders who have piercins 
or tattoos are ask not to show or draw attention to the piercing or tattoo.  The policy of 
piercings and tattoos for a Leader is not a judgment but rather a policy to ensure that no 
student is ever offended or distracted by any Leaders piercings or tattoos.  Any offen-
sive tattoos should be covered (as determined by the Student Minster). We may ask that 
excessive facial piercings be removed during a Program or Even (this will be on a case-
by-case basis). 
 
 Sexual Harassment 
 
Sexual Harassment is defined as any unwanted, unprovoked, or sexually charged verbal 
comments or physical contact with a student. Sexual Harassment will result in immedi-
ate dismissal from the Leadership position for a period of no less than one year. 
 
 Student Discipleship Leader Covenant 
 
All leaders are expected to adhere to the Student Discipleship Leader Covenant and 
hold other leaders accountable to it. 
 
 Student Discipleship Guidelines 
 
All Leaders are expected to adhere to all Student Ministry Guidelines as outlined under 
the section entitled Guidelines. Any violation of Student Ministry Guideline will result 
in a conference with the Student Minister and may result in dismissal from the Leader-
ship position. 
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Student Discipleship Leader Covenant 
 

• Pray for each of my students by name everyday 
 
• Pray for each other Student Discipleship Leaders on a weekly basis 
 
• Be present at all Student Discipleship Leader meetings or meeting for my spe-

cific program 
 
• Be present at Student Discipleship Events and Programs 
 
• Be present at every program meeting for my specific program (For example be 

present at every Journey Group meeting for Journey Group Leaders or every 
Bible Study or Bible study leaders) 

 
• Keep all conversations and information with each student confidential (if I do 

need to break a confidence I will only do so with the Student Minister) 
 
• Hold each other Student Discipleship Leaders accountable 
 
• Share ideas with other Student Discipleship Leaders 
 
• Encourage other Student Discipleship Leaders on a regular basis 
 
• Make contact with my students on a regular basis 

• Journey Group Leaders - Once a Week 
• Bible Study Leader - Once a Month 
• Mentors - Once a Week 

 
• Pray with other Student Discipleship Leaders whenever possible 

• Student Discipleship Leader Prayer Time is 6:00-6:30 in Rm 207 
 
• Serve as a Student Discipleship Leader for at least 1Year 
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GUIDELINES 
 

 This section includes the definitions, guidelines and consequences of specified 
actions in order to promote a safe and Christ-centered Student Discipleship Ministry. 
 

Standard Guidelines 
 

 Abuse 
 
Abuse is defined as a specific act of commission by one person that leads to non-
accidental harm or threats the physical, mental, or emotional development of another 
student. This could be physical, mental or sexual. Violations defined as abuse will result 
in: 
 

1. Contact with the proper authorities if necessary. 
2. Conference with the offending student, their parents, the Student Minister and the Sen-

ior Pastor. 
3. Professional counseling before the student may return to any Student Discipleship 

Events or Programs. 
 
 Alcohol and Tobacco 
 
Possession of alcohol or tobacco will not be allowed at any Student Discipleship Event 
or Program. Alcohol is defined as any substance in which one must be over 21 in order 
to buy. Tobacco is defined as any form of tobacco that one mush be over 18 in order to 
buy. Violations will result in: 
 

1. Substance will be destroyed with the presence of at least two adults. 
2. Conference with student, parents and Student Minister. 
3. Student’s bags and personal items may be checked on a random basis for all Student 

Discipleship Events for a period of 3-12 months. 
4. If a secondary offense is committed the parents will be advised that their child should 

enter a treatment program and will not be allowed at any Student Discipleship Events 
until they have completed a treatment plan. 

 
 Cell Phone Guidelines 
 
Cell phones, pages and other communication devices are not to be used during any Stu-
dent Discipleship Program or Event. Cell phones should be turned off during any Stu-
dent Discipleship Program or Event. 
 
Cell Phones on Trips 
 
Students may have use of their cell phones and other communication devices on Student 
Discipleship trips with the following stipulations: 
 

1. Students may freely use their cell phone during travel 
2. Students must turn in every communication device to their Room Leader as soon as the 

destination has been reached. 
3. Students may use their communication device with permission from their room leader 

as long as the device stays in the room. 
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 Covenant 
 
All students are expected to follow and abide by the Student Covenant. 
 
 Curfew 
 
Curfew is defined as the set time that students must be in the assigned area for the night. 
The curfew clock will be determined by the lead adult assigned for that area. Beyond 
standard consequences the following consequences will be imposed: 
 

• 1st Offense:  The Student must be in their room the same number of minutes early that 
they were late. (For example, if Joe came in 15 minutes late, he would have to be in the 
room 15 minutes early the following night).  One or more hours late will result in an 
immediate phone call home. 

• 2nd Offense:  Same as first, plus a phone call home at the time of the offense. 
• 3rd Offense:  Same as 1st & 2nd Offenses, plus a one hour earlier curfew and restricted 

freedom for the duration of the trip. 
 
 Designated Areas 
 
Every Event or Program has designated for students to be in whether at the church or 
another location.  Students are expected to stay within the designated areas while the 
program or event is taking place.  Any students found outside the designated area may 
be sent home and further action may be taken depending on the circumstances. 
 
 Dress Code 
 
All students should dress in a respectful and modest way. The following are guidelines 
in defining “respectful and modest”: 
 

1. No mid-drift may show when arms are fully extended in the air. 
2. All shorts must be a minimum of mid-thigh in length. 
3. All skirts must cover a minimum of 3/4 of the thigh. 
4. No piece of clothing may be worn with offensive language, sexual innuendo or drug/

alcohol references.  
5. Halter tops or spaghetti straps may only be worn when accompanied by another shirt. 
6. Saggin’ will not be allowed when any underwear is showing. 
7. Low-cut jeans may be worn but no skin may show when the arms are fully extended 

into the air. 
8. Swimsuits: Girls-one piece modest (Any two-piece or immodest one piece may be worn 

with a dark t-shirt); Guys-Modest swimsuits. 
 
This list is only a helpful tool to guide what we mean by modest and immodest. The 
Student Minister will have the final decision on whether something is appropriate. 
 
Any student wearing something inappropriate will either be asked to change or to put 
something else on to cover the immodest dress. In the event that a student does not pack 
any appropriate clothing for a Student Discipleship Trip, the student will be taken to a 
discount store to by  appropriate clothing for the duration of the trip to be reimbursed by 
the parents.  
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 Drugs 
 
Possession of drugs will not e tolerated at any Student Discipleship Event or Program. 
Drugs are defined as any illegal substance or any over the counter or prescription medi-
cation that is used in manner other than its intended use. 
Violations will result in: 
 

1. Contact with the proper authorities and further consequences will be at their discretion.  
2. Conference with student, parents and Student Minister. The parents will be advised to 

place their student in a treatment program and will not be allowed at any Student Disci-
pleship Events until completion of a treatment program. 

3. Student's bags and personal items may be checked on a random basis for all Student 
Discipleship Events for the rest of their time in the Student Discipleship Ministry.  

 
 Electronic Devices 
 
An electronic device is defined as any device that is used to play games, music, videos, 
or any other entertainment. Electronic devices may be used during transportation to and 
from an event (unless otherwise stated) but never during an event or program. Any stu-
dent caught with an electronic device or with inappropriate material will have the device 
taken away and returned to their parents at the conclusion of the trip. 
 
 Fighting 
 
Fighting is defined as any words or physical contact that is conducted in anger. Verbal 
fighting and physical fighting will not be tolerated. Verbal fighting will result in a con-
ference for both parties with the Student Minister. Physical fighting (pushing, shoving, 
punching, kicking, etc) will result in a conference for both parties, their parents and the 
Student Minister.  
 
 Harassment 
 
Harassment is defined as any unwanted or unprovoked verbal comments or physical 
contact and will not be tolerated under any circumstance. Any action will be determined 
as harassment if a person asks for the action to be stopped and to the other person con-
tinues to do the action. Harassment could be, but not limited to, joking, throwing items, 
name calling, degrading remarks, etc. 
 
 Insubordination 
 
Insubordination is defined as not attempting to follow instructions given by a Student 
Discipleship Leader. 
 
 Mutual Accountability 
 
Mutual Accountability is defined as the necessity of students to inform adult leadership 
of any act which violates the guidelines laid out in the following this section. Any stu-
dent failing to report a violation of the guidelines may receive the same consequences as 
the violating person.   
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 Pranks and Practical Jokes 
 
Pranks and defined as any mischievous action that involves another person’s property or 
their physical person. Pranks WILL NOT BE ALLOWED under any circumstance. 
 
In contrast, practical jokes are a deception of the mind (i.e. telling someone their shoe is 
untied when they are wearing flip flops). Practical jokes are allowed for the time being, 
but if jokes get out of hand or if they become harassment they will no longer be al-
lowed. 
 
 Profanity 
 
Profanity is any inappropriate word or euphemism for an inappropriate word. 
 
 Public or Private Displays of Affection 
 
Public or Private Displays of Affection (or P.D.A.) is defined as inappropriate contact 
between two people (Note: P.D.A. is not limited to people of the opposite genders or 
those in romantic relationships). P.D.A. Guidelines are in place for two reasons: 
 

1. To provide an atmosphere and attitude of purity. 
2. To provide a positive and comfortable atmosphere.  

 
The P.D.A. guidelines may seem vague because we are simply attempting to draw a line 
between appropriate avenues of showing affection and inappropriate avenues of show-
ing affection. P.D.A. includes, but not limited to: 
 

1. Lying or lounging on a member of the opposite sex. 
2. Kissing 
3. Caressing 
4. Sitting on laps 
5. Inappropriate hugging 

 
Ultimately whether an action is P.D.A. or not will be determined by the Student Disci-
pleship Leader who witnesses the act. Beyond standard consequences, after a warning, 
the two students will be separated during events for a certain length of time, as deter-
mined by the Student Minister.   
 
 Sexual Misconduct 
 
Sexual misconduct is defined as an act that is sexual in nature. Sexual misconduct goes 
beyond P.D.A. to extremely inappropriate behavior and will not be tolerated. Sexual 
Misconduct includes, but not limited to: 
 

1. Touching inappropriate areas of another person. 
2. Touching underneath clothes. 
3. Showing any portion of the body normally cover by a swimsuit.  
4. Mouth touching any part of another person’s body. 
5. Viewing any material of a pornographic nature. 
6. Self-Gratification 
7. Any other more sexually overt actions. 
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All decisions regarding the degree (P.D.A. or Sexual Misconduct) will be determined by 
the Student Discipleship Leader who witnesses the act. Violations in Sexual Misconduct 
will lead to: 
 

1. Immediate dismissal of all parties of the event. 
2. Conference with both parties, parents, and the Student Minister. 
3. Separation during all Student Ministry Events and Programs for a period of time, no 

less than 3 months but no more than 1 year (depending on the severity of the act). 
 
 Theft 
 
Theft is defined as the taking or borrowing of any item without permission of the 
owner. All students are advised not to bring expensive items to any Student Disciple-
ship Event or Program and Fellowship Baptist Church will not be responsible for any 
lost or missing items. Any student caught stealing will be required to repay or replace 
what was taken. Beyond standard consequences. 
 
 Use of Student Vehicles 
 
Students are discouraged from using their vehicles for any Student Discipleship Pro-
gram or Event. Students may use their vehicles under the following circumstances: 
 

1. Prior approval by the Student Minister 
2. The Program or Event must be within 20 miles of the church. 
3. Only immediate family may ride in the car. 
4. The student observe all driving laws and regulations. 

 
 Vandalism 
 
Vandalism is defined as damaging any person’s or organization’s property. Any student 
caught vandalizing will be required to pay for repairs, pay for replacement, or replace 
with an item in as good or better condition then the item damaged. 
 
 Weapons 
 
Weapons, of any kind, are strictly forbidden at any Student Discipleship Even or Pro-
gram. A weapon is defined as any object that is created for the purpose of intending 
harm to another individual.  This includes, but not limited to: guns, knives (with blade 
over 6 inches), martial arts equipment or any form of explosive device. Any violation of 
the weapon policy will result in: 
 

1. Contact with the proper authorities and further consequences will be at their discretion. 
2. Immediate conference with student, parents and the Student Minister. 
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Standard Consequences 
 

1st Offense Warning and Possible Creative Punishment. 
2nd Offense Conference with the Student Minister. 
3rd Offense Conference with Student Minister and Parents. 
4th Offense Formal Conference with student, parents and Student   
  Minster to create a behavior contract with expectation and  
  specific consequences. 
5th Offense Possible ban from Student Discipleship Events. 

 
 

Procedure and Policy for Sending a Student Home 
 
Sending a student home from a trip is a last resort measure. The purpose for sending a 
student home is not about punishment but safety and trust. A student may be sent home 
from a trip for: 
 

1. 3 Guideline Violations (Leniency may apply due to the nature of the violations). 
2. Engaging in any behavior that imposes an extreme safety hazard to others or himself/

herself. 
3. Use of drugs, alcohol or tobacco. 
4. Engaging in sexual misconduct. 

 
If a student must be sent home the following guidelines will apply: 
 

1. Parents will be notified of the official decision to send the student home. 
2. The pastor will be notified of the decision to send the student home. 
3. The quickest method of returning the student home will be used. If a flight is necessary 

the parents will be required to purchase a plane ticket on the next available flight. 
4. The student will be placed in the Student Minister’s care, along with a Student Disciple-

ship Leader of the same gender, and removed from the rest of the students until their 
departure. 

5. A conference with the student, parents and Student Minister within one week of the 
return trip to discuss the incident and further consequences.  

 

24 



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 

Handling Emergency Situations 
 

1. Remain calm. 
2. Secure the safety of yourself and then anyone else involved. 
3. Refer to the Student Discipleship Handbook on steps for dealing with specific 

situations. 
4. Contact the appropriate authorities if necessary. 
5. Contact the Student Minister or Pastor. 
6. Contact any and all parents of students involved. 
7. Follow up in an appropriate manner. 
 
 

Crisis Management 
 

 Definition of Student Crisis 
 
A student crisis is a situation where a student is dealing with any issue that they per-
ceive to have a serious impact upon their life. These include but are not limited to break 
ups, problems with family, problems at school, etc plus any of the following Crisis 
Situations 
 
 Policies for Working with Student in Crisis 
 
• Stay In Public View 
• Be aware of the time, if it is not an immediate emergency it is okay to schedule a 

time discuss the issue 
• When possible try to get the student to a leader of the same gender. 
• Remain objective 
• Report the issue to the Student Minister  
• Remember, you are not a trained counselor so get help 
• Never promise a student you will not tell anyone else 
• Listen more than you speak 
 
 Crisis Situations 
 
Abuse 
 
Abuse is defined as specific acts of commission or omission by parents or other adults 
that lead to non-accidental harm or threaten to harm to a child’s physical, mental, or 
emotional developmental state.  Every claim of abuse is taken seriously and will be fol-
lowed up. 
 
Abuse includes: 
 

• Neglect - failure of the parent or other caretaker to make adequate provision for a 
child’s needs and well being. 
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• Physical Abuse - any act that creates injury of substantial and unnecessary risk of in-
jury. 

• Emotional Abuse - a pattern of blaming, belittling, verbally attacking, or rejecting a 
child or demanding that child assume responsibilities that he or she is incapable of han-
dling. 

• Sexual Abuse - any form of sexual contact or conversation which a child is sexually 
exploited for the purpose of bringing sexual gratification to the exploiter.   

 
Procedure of Suspicion of Abuse 
 

1. All suspicions of abuse must be reported to the Student Minister. 
2. The Student Minister and a Student Discipleship Leader of the same gender will talk to 

the student about the warning signs they have observed.   
3. If the student confirms the abuse move to “Procedures for Claims of Abuse.” 
4. If the Student denies the abuse the Student Minister and Student Discipleship Leaders 

should monitor the student for further or continued sings of abuse. 
5. If the warning signs of abuse continue the Student Minister will contact either the De-

partment of Family Services or the Childhelp USA National Child Abuse Hotline (1-
800-422-4453) to report the suspicion of abuse and follow all directives from either 
organization. 

6. If the parents are not involved in the abuse they will be contacted as soon as the suspi-
cion of abuse has been reported. 

 
Procedures for Claims of Abuse:   
 

1. Inform the Student Minister of the claim of abuse. 
2. The Student Minister will obtain the following information: 

a. Who is ding the abuse? 
b. What is the abuse? 
c. How long has the abuse been going on? 
d. Who else knows about the abuse? 

3. The Student Minister will contact the Department of Family Services of the Chilhelp 
USA National Child Abuse Hotline (1-800-422-4453) to report the abuse. 

4. The Student minister will follow all directives from either organization that is contacted 
(Including securing the safety of the students). 

5. The Student Minister will notify the Pastor. 
6. The Student Minister will notify the parents if they are not the ones being accused of 

the abuse. 
 
If a case of abuse is witnessed the Student Discipleship Leader will call 911 immedi-
ately and follow their directives. 
 
Eating Disorders 
 
The two primary eating disorders among students are anorexia nervosa and bulimia ner-
vosa.  These two disorders pose a serious long-term health and safety risk for students.  
If an eating disorder is suspected or discovered the following procedures will be fol-
lowed: 
 

1. Notify the Student Minister. 
2. The Student Minister and a Student Discipleship Leader of the same gender will talk to 

the student about the suspicions to determine if the suspicion is accurate. 
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3. If the suspicion is confirmed: 
a. Notify the Parents 
b. If on a trip, monitor the student to make sure they are eating ( A student Discipleship leader 

of the same gender must stay with the student for at least 1 hour after each meal. 
c. Schedule a conference with the Student Minster, the parents and the student within 1 week. 
d. Parents will be advised to seek professional help for the student. 

4. If the suspicion is not confirmed. 
a. Continue to monitor for continued signs of an eating disorder. 
b. If the signs continue follow step #3. 

 
Rape 
 
The procedures for dealing with rape will be the same as dealing with Sexual Abuse 
(See Procedures for Claims of Abuse) unless the rape was a recent event (within 72 
hour).  In the event of a report or rape to a Student Discipleship Leader (and not re-
ported to anyone else) the Leader should: 
 

1. Contact the police immediately and follow their directives. 
2. Take the student to the Emergency Room. 
3. Contact the parents. 
4. Notify the Student Minister. 

 
Self Mutilation 
 
Self Mutilation is any form of physical harm to the body of a person by themselves. 
This predominantly occurs in the form of cutting. The procedure to following in han-
dling self mutilation is: 
 

1. Inform the Student Minister. 
2. The Student Minister will inform the parents. 
3. The student will be referred to a counselor. 
4. The student will sign a “no-harm” contract that he/she will not participate in self mutila-

tion activities at Student Discipleship Events or Programs. 
 
Suicide 
 
Suicide thoughts, threats or attempts are considered very serious for obvious reasons. If 
suicidal thoughts or threats are perceived by any Leaders the following actions will be 
taken: 
 
Procedures for Dealing with Suicide Thoughts or Threats: 
 

1. Inform all authority of the situation. 
2. The Student Minister along with another leader of the same gender will question the 

student. The following four questions will be asked to determine the seriousness of the 
threat: 
a. Have you ever though about harming yourself? 
b. Do you know how you might do this? 
c. Do you know when you might do this? 
d. Do you have _____(whatever method) with you? 

3. If the answer to all of these answer is “Yes” then the Student Minister will immediately 
call 911 and report an eminent suicide threat. 
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4. If the answer to any of the questions is “Yes” then the Student Minister will form a 
contact with the student. The contract will state that if the student begins to think suici-
dal thoughts they will contact the Student Minister immediately. The student will also 
be put on a suicide watch. 

5. The parents will be contacted at the discretion of the Student Minister.  
 
Procedures for Dealing with a Suicide Attempt: 
 

1. Immediate call to 911. A Student Discipleship Leader of the same gender will accom-
pany the student to the hospital. 

2. Parents will be notified after the 911 call has been placed. Parents will be required to 
come pick up their child from the hospital. 

3. The Pastor will be notified. 
4. The Student Minister will address the group about the situation. 
5. If the adult-student ratio permits the Student Minister will go to the hospital to be will 

the students and to meet the parents.   
 
 

Medical Management 
 

 
 Minor Medical Emergency  
 
A minor medical emergency is any injury that does not require an Emergency Room or 
doctor’s visit.  Important Note: The Student Minister will make the final decision on 
whether or not to take a student to the Emergency Room or doctor. 
 

1. The student’s injury will be taken care of by a medically trained individual on the trip. 
2. Contact the parents to inform them of the injury. 
3. Continue to provide first aid and monitor the injury until it is healed. 

 
Major Medical Emergency 
 
A major medical emergency is any injury that requires a visit to the Emergency Room 
or doctor.  Important Note:  The Student Minister will make the final decision on 
whether or not to take a student to the Emergency Room or doctor. 
 

1. The highest medically trained person will take charge of the medical situation and take 
the appropriate steps to stabilize the injured student. 

2. The Student Minister will decide whether an ambulance is necessary or if the student 
can be transported in personal vehicles or the church van. 

3. The parents will be notified as soon as possible after the injury occurs.  If possible they 
will be consulted about the hospital visit and/or transportation.  

4. The pastor will be notified of the medical emergency. 
5. Once the student is at the hospital the medical professionals and the parents will be 

given the responsibilities of any remaining treatment. 
6. The Student Minister will meet with the parents to outline all the factors leading to the 

injury as well as incident itself. 
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Disaster Management 
 
 Fire Emergency 
 
This portion is to explain the process and procedures in the even of a fire during a Stu-
dent Ministry Event or Program. 
 

1. All persons will be evacuated out of the building. 
a. If the event or program is at the church, the students should be evacuated to the 

Northeast corner of the park at the shed. 
b. If the event or program is not at the church, the students should follow the build-

ing’s evacuation plan. 
2. Call the proper authorities to report the fire. 
3. The Student Minister will begin an immediate head count to determine if there are any 

missing students. 
4. The Student Minister will contact the pastor to report the fire. 
5. Parents will be notified as quickly as possible to inform them of the situation. 

a. Any injured student’s parents will be contacted first. 
b. The parents will be given directions on picking up their children if necessary. 

6. Only the pastoral staff will be allowed to talk to the press and only after consultation 
with the Senior Pastor. 

 
 Shooting 
 
The procedures to follow in the event of a shooting during a Student Ministry Event or 
Program are as follows: 
 

1. Immediate call to 911 to report the situation. 
2. Students will be evacuated to a safe and secure location as quickly and safely as possi-

ble until the Police arrive.  Tactical command will then be the responsibility of the po-
lice. 

3. A list of students in attendance and all locations where students were supposed to be 
will be made and given to the Police. 

4. The Senior Pastor will be notified. 
5. The parents will be notified as quickly as possible to inform them of the situation and 

will be given directions on picking up their children. 
6. Counselors will be contacted to assist with counseling. 
7. Only the pastoral staff will be allowed to talk to the press and only after consultation 

with the Senior Pastor. 
 
 Natural Disasters 
 
A natural disaster is defined as a hurricane, tornado, earthquake or a major storm.   
 
Major Storm or Tornado 
 
A major storm is when any of the following apply: the National Weather Service en-
courages people to stay indoors, there is a power failure, and/or property damage has 
occurred at the building in which the group is located because of the storm.  A tornado 
is any situation where the National Weather Service issues a Tornado Watch or Warn-
ing or there is a confirmed tornado within a reasonable distance.   
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Procedures to follow in the event of a major storm or tornado: 
 

1. Account for all the students. 
2. Move the group to a safe and secure location. 

a. If the Event or Program is at the church, the students should be moved to the Worship Center. 
b. If the Event or Program is somewhere other than the church a location representative should 

be contacted to determine the best location. 
3. Contact the parents as soon as possible to inform them of the situation. 
4. Keep all students in the safe location and calm until the storm passes. 
5. After the storm has passed, account for all students and assess any injuries.  (Follow 

Minor or Major Medical Management for Procedures). 
6. Contact the parents again to give them a status report and give instructions on picking 

up their children or return home instructions. 
 
Hurricane 
 
Procedures to follow in the event of a hurricane: 
 

1. Any trip where there is a credible threat of a hurricane will be cancelled. 
2. If a hurricane becomes a credible threat while on a trip, the group will evacuate imme-

diately . 
3. If an evacuation is not possible, follow procedures for a major storm. 

 
Earthquake 
 
Procedures to follow in the event of an Earthquake during a Student Ministry Event or 
Program: 
 

1. Once the Earthquake begins, instruct students to move to a doorway or under a table as 
quickly as possible. 

2. After the Earthquake, account for every student and assess injuries (Follow the Proce-
dures for Minor or Major Medical Management). 

3. Move the students outside the building to a single safe location as quickly as possible. 
4. Contact parents to inform them of the situation and give them a status report. 
5. Evacuate all students back to Joplin as quickly as possible.  

30 




